The York County Soil Survey is now in print and will be made available to the public soon. This document represents untold hours of field and office work by Soil Conservation Service (SCS) soil scientists. The results of this effort is a credit to the professionals who performed the work. As a tool, this soil survey will provide landowners, developers, planners, and others, the basic soils information to make sound land-use decisions. To all those who had a hand in this survey, especially the soil survey party, congratulations on a job well done! For those counties which have published soil surveys, or soon to be published soil surveys, Waldo, Knox, and Lincoln Counties, it is easy to take for granted the work performed by soil survey parties. Over the last few weeks, I have had the opportunity to participate in soil survey progress reviews in Oxford County and in the unorganized towns. Next month, I will be going to Hancock County. Participation in these reviews allows me to see first-hand new soils as they are being identified and gain a better knowledge of area landforms. It also points out the conditions under which some of these individuals must work.
Since much of the organized areas of the state have been mapped, much of the remaining portions are composed of woodland and high elevation areas. Access to these areas is limited, and four-wheel drive vehicles are basic necessities. All-terrain cycles are also being utilized in some of the more remote areas, where even a four-wheel drive would have difficulty. Safety for the soil scientists is of concern as well. Terrain which would give a mountain goat a headache often needs to be crossed. Radios are now being carried to insure communication between party members should one become lost or injured.
Because travel time in these areas is lengthy, 12 and 14-hour days are not uncommon. Time spent with families during the field season is often limited to weekends.
Working under these conditions is not without its rewards, however. For the person who lovesthe outdoors of Maine, it affords the opportunity to see landscapes and scenic areas never viewed by the average person.
